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30 OG @ Was fully app! rized, when I firft en. 
2 * Qa : gaged my: felf in this Undertak ‘ing, that 
I ih ould be obliged to ‘encounter w ith 
grea t Oppo tion and many Difficultic 

in the Purfuit of it. I could ea{ ily 
. forefee that Men in Pozocr, who have 
the Difpofition of Emsloyments and Rewards in their 
Hands, would not want Advocates to defend their 
Meafures to put the molt plaufible Gloffes on. their 
Condué&t, and endeavour to reconcile it to the general 
cap ge of Liberty. Bat I own my ig ae. 
went no fa ite for i it did not enter into my Thoughts 
that the very rft Principles of a free R, ernment 
would bedifput i by Ven, who call Themfelves Vbigt, 
and owe their Preferment to thofe*Pr; ‘ne ples, however 
They might attempt to accommodate them to their 





own Purpo es. t ce iid not conceive that any Perfons 


(elpecially of grave and folemn Characters ) would 
proftitute Them elves fo far as to plead openly for the 
i: xpediency of Corruption and vena) De pendency; nor 
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did I imagine that the Eftablifhment of franding Armies 
and a general Excije would ever find any Advocates 
in this Nation, under the prefent Government. 

But Experience hath proved the contrary, and con- 
vinced us of the Truth of an old Obfervation, that 
when Men are embark’d in the Defence of a ad Caufe, 
They «mutt not flick at any Meafures, or Topicks, to 
fupport it. One Thing naturally draws on another, 
and They are obliged to proceed from Step to Step, 
till They are driven at laft to the Fountain-Head, and 
the Conftitution icfelf becomes the Point in Debate. 

The Doérines, which I have juft mention’d, have 
certainly this ‘Tendency, and affeét the fundamental 
Principles of our Government. That /uch Dofrines 
have been advanced and defended, is too notorious 
and melancholy a Truth; which makes it the Duty 
of every Enzlifbman to prevent the Propagation and 
tRablifhment of them, as far as it lies in his Power. 

The Subje& of Corruption and Court-Dependence hath 
been pretty fully explain’d already, in the Courfe of 
theie Papers; and will, perhaps, be refumed at a pro- 
per Jundture. 

The Dangers of franding Armies and Excifes have 
likewi‘e been inculcated in general Terms; but they 
are Subjects of fo much Importance to all that is dear 
and valuable to us, as a great, free and flourifhing People, 
that they deferve and require a particular Examina- 
tion. 

I mention thefe two Points together, becau’ I 
think them, ina great Meafure, dependent on each 
other ; for as a Jarge Army cannot be fupported, under 
our prefeni Circumflances of Debts and Expences, 
without burthenfome Taxes and Imtofitions, fo it is evi- 
dent fiom Fliflory that a general Excife can never be 
eft.blifh’d, without a landing Arm; to ‘upport it; and 
in thee two Points confilt the moft terrible Ideas, 
which We can poflibly form to our felves of arbitrary 
Government. 
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I fhall begin with the Subject of Excifes, and will 
endeavour to explain it in a Manner and Style adapted 
to the Capacities of all my Readers. 

I chufe to enter upon this Subjeét at prefent, that 
it may be fully difcu's'd before the Parliament meets. 
In this Point, at leait, I fhall conform myéelf to a 
Rule laid down by one of my Adverfaries, who was 
formerly pleafed to oberve that the Examination of 
{uch national Points ought always to precede the Se/— 
fion of Parliament ; and that every Exzlifobman hath a 
Right, at thole ‘Times, to offer his ‘Thoughts upon 
fuch Matters as my poffibly come before that Affem= 
6. I hope therefore that They will not revoke this 
Conceffion, but allow me to exercife a Privilege with- 
Out patting any bad Conftruétions upon it, which They 
have acknowledged to be the Rightof every Engljfoman. 

I will not pretend to affert that any Miniffer hath 
a€tually refolved to propofe fuch a Scheme as I am 
going to examine, or prepared the neceffary Materi- 
als and Calculations for it; but as it may be too late 
to- oppofe it without Doors, when it is brought into 
the Houfe, 1 think it proper to give my Reafons againft 
it in Time, whilit 1 am not precluded by Authority 5 
and promife to confider every Thing of Weight, that 
fhall be urged on the other Side. 

Eur though I do not aver that any Mini/fer hath 
yet embraced fuch a Scheme, I will not diffemble 
my Apprehenfion that fome Prejefor may have it in 
his Thoughts ; and I will very frankly explain my 
Reafons for it, as a farther Juftincation of this Enquiry. 

About a Year and an half ago We took Notice of a 
Rumour, that a certain Gentleman had projeéted a 
Scheme for fubitituting a general Excijein the Room 
of the Land-Tax ; upon which Occafion We thought 
re to give our Readers fome Extratts from the 

Vritings of Mr. Hampden upon that Subjeé&t. This 
Apprehenfion was treated with great Contempt by 
Mr. Waliugham, who endeavour'd to ridicule it as a 
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falfe Alarm, a meer Bugbear of our own raifing, in or- 
der tokeep up the Spirit of Dilcontent; becaule the 
Supplies for that Year were already granted, and the 
Seffion wa: 3 the en drawing to an End. This defeived 
ro Reply : at that Time; for We only faid that fuch a 
Scheme was on Foot, witout vefig ning to infinuate that 
iz, would be put in Execution tl hat Yea r3 yet the very 
next Seffion We {aw it parily executed by reviving the 
— upon Salt, to make Way for the me duétion of 

ne Soilling in the Pound on Land. When this Proje 
came under the Confideration and D pitty of Parliae 
ment, a certain Sree an wes plealed to promi‘e the 
Houfe that the other Shilling cx Lard thould be like- 
wie taken « off, if ‘They weuld confent to jome Altera. 
tions in the Celieftion of the Revenue.’ By This He 
was generaly unceritcod to mean the Converfion of 
fome other Yaxes into Excifes; and foon after, this 
Hint was explain’d to us more at large in a Pamphlet, 
intitled, @ Letter to a Freebolder on the Redud&: on of 
the Land—Tax. oes this Treaie w as diiperfed though 
the Kingdom by niniferial Autkority, and muft be 
fupp9' ed to con:ain the Sentiments of Thojr, in who 
Service it was known to be written, I will tianferibe 
a Paffage or two from it, relating to the Subject now 
efore us 

‘To f{eatter Terrors on this Occafion, Says He, 
“ much Declamation hath tn made Uie of againgt 
“a general Exile; as if the neceflary Funds, to be 
* provided in Eac of the Laini-Tax, muit introduce 
“a yeneral Excife. ‘This the Craftjman hath raved 
« at in Print, and his Patrons have not blufh’d to do 
* it in Places, where fuch Fallacies were not altoge- 
«¢ ther fo becomingly introduced. Every one knows 
<* that or od Taxes, which publick Necefiity hath laid 
«© upon the Lnportation of Comm aaities, have been the 
“ molt grievous Durthen ‘on the Briti [> Commerce. All 
‘© Home-Cenfuimpt tie on ought to be tax’d ; but the Pro- 
«“ duce of our Colonics, brought hither, heath a vatt 
s© Difadvan- 
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Difadvantage in paying Duty upon being landed, 
and receiving Drawbacks on being exported. All 
Goods imported are more or lefs fubjeét~to this 
Grievance ; and all Duties paid the Government on 
Importation coft the Government 10 per Cent. for 
prompt Payment. In many, if the Commodity be 
enter’d for Re-cxportation within a certain Time, 
the Fa@tor claims a Drawhack of the intire Duty, 
and thus the Premium, which was allow’d Him 
on prompt Payment, is ab‘olutely and intirely loft to 
the Publick ; by which the Nation, as the Cuffoms 
now ftand, actually lofes 10 per Cent. on divers: 
Branches of our Commerce. Befides, the Charges of 
Commiffion, &c. to the Planters and Merchants of our 
Colonies, which They muft allow their Fa¢tors here 
for the Tranfaétion of their Bufinefs at the Cu/fom- 
houfe, are a great Load upon their Trade. 

“© Other Inconveniencies arife from the Duties being 
paid on Importation, and Drawbacks allow’d on ex- 
porting them again. Numberlefs Frauds are com- 
mitted. The clandcftine Running of Goods {s greatly 
encouraged by this Method ; which if changed, the 
People might be confiderably eafed, as well at home 
as in our Colonies abroad. Who then will be the Suf- 
ferer, or who will have Caufe to complain againft rea- 
fonable Methods for improving the Revenue and eafing 
the People, by turning the moft burthenfome of the 
Cuftoms on Importation into Excifes on Home-Con- 
fumption? Our Liberties can be in no Danger from 
fuch Excifes. They may be as fafe in this Kingdom 
as in the Republick of Ho//and, under the fame Re- 
gulations ; and none will be affeéted by this Altera- 
tion but thofe /ittle, mercenary Faftors, who from the 
Lut of Lucre would have thefe Cuffoms continued 
acainit the Intereft of Trade, againit the Eafe of the 
People, meerly that They may have the private Ad- 
vantage of Premiums on prompt Payment, and Com- 


* miffions for tranfa€ting Bufinefs at the Cu/ftom-hou/e. 
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“« But This, Iam periuaded, will have fo little Weight 
“¢ with the People of Exg/and, againft their general Ad- 
“ vantage, that I rather believe They will defpife the 
*¢ Clamours and reje&t the Perfons of Thofe, who 
“ oppofe a commen Good, from any fuch ‘ordid Motives ; 
“« efpecially where there is not the leaft Thought of 
*‘ any gencral Excifr, nor any Tendency to it, nor any 
*< Increafe of Offiecrs propofed, that may endanger the 
“ Liberties of the People. 

I have cited thefe Paffages at large, and in their full 
Strength, that the Author may have no Pretence to 
complain of Mifreprefentation, or a partial State of his 
Arguments.. There is no Occafion to wreft his Words ; 
for He {peaks out very plainly, and avows Himéelf an 
Advocate for Excifes, though He is pleaied to difclaim 
the.Defign of a general Excife ; but it will foon appear, 
in the Courfe of this Enquiry, whether the Praétice of 
turning one Duty after another into Exci/es hath no 
Tendency to a general Excife; and whether this 
Method of Taxaticn can be long carry’d on, without 
any Increaje of Officers, or any Danger to the Liberties 
of the People. 

The Gentleman, who anfwer'd * this Pamph/et, 
made fome curfory Obfervations on the Scheme of 
Exzifes, as it is laid down in the Paflages before cited ; 
but deferr’d the particular Examination of it to a more 
feafonable Junéture ; yet even the few Remarks, which 
He dropt on this Subjeét, rouzed up the fage Mr. OfF- 
Lorne; who told us, with his ufual Solemnity, that 
Excifes are {fo far from being Badges of Slavery, that 
they are the moft equitable Mcthods of raifing Taxés ; 
and that though the Words general Excile, have by 
folife C:ftom a frightful Idea annex’d to them, yet a 
geneial Excife is the moft reasonable Thing in the World. 

He 








* The Cafe of the Revival of the Saut Duty 
Sully fiatcd and confiderd, &e. : 
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He is pleafed, indeed, to exclude allthe Necefaries of 
Lire, Trape avd Manuractory from his No- 
tion of a general Excife; nay, He would. have it col- 
le&ted by the feweff Number of Officers poffible, who 
ought not to be permitted to enter into private Houj/es. 
—— If This can be contrived, and fettled, fays He, a 
general Excife will be a nativnal Bleffing. ‘To which 
I reply, that We have no Objection to meer Words, or 
Sounds, any more than Mr. Osborne ; and if either He, 
or his Patron, who mutt be acknowledged a very great 
Matter of Ways and Means, can find out a general Tax 
to fupply all the prefent Occafions of the Government, 
without endangering our Liberties, or affe&ting the 
Neceffaries of Life, Trade and ManufaGory, 1 am ready 
to own it a national Bleffing. But what is all This to 
the Purpofe? Will Mr. Osborne pretend to fay that the 
Salt-Tax, which gave Occafion to this Di‘pute, did 
not affect the Necefaries of Life; or will he have the 
Confidence to affert that the other Excifes, pleaded for 
by the Author of a Letter to a Freebolder, are of this 
Nature? No; He manifeftly evades the Point in the 
Paper now before Me, and feems to advance Argu- 
ments in one Paragraph with no other View, than to 
knock them down in the next, by throwing in fuch 
Reftri€tions as I have juit mention’d. It is, indeed, 
exa€tly of a Piece with his other Writings, which 
difcover a Confcioufnels that He is engaged in a bad 
Caujfe, by continually fhuffling between his Principles, 
as an Exglifbman, and the Duty of his prefent Voca- 
tion, as a Court-Writer. 

However, this Way of Reafoning, in Favour of 
Excifes, is fufficient to give us an Alarm, as it is 
evidently calculated to prepare us for tomething of 
that Nature, and hath induced me to enter imme- 
diately upon the Examination of a Point, which I 
apprehend to be of the utmoft Confequence to Great 


Britain. 
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The Reader will perceive that I defign this Paper 
only by way of Introduction to fome following Effays ; 
in which I propofe to ftate the Nature of Excifes, and 
fhew how they differ from other Taxes, with Regard 
to the general Intereft of Zrade and the Liberties of the 
People. 1 will likewife enquire into the Origin of this 
Method of Taxation, and by what Means it was firft 
introduced and eftablifh’d amongft us. I will farther 
endeavour to prove that the Scheme now in Difpute 
tends to the Eftablifhment of fuch a general Excife, as 
hath been conftantly oppofed in this Nation by all the 
great Patrons and Affertors of Liberty. 

To thefe general Heads I fhall occafionally fubjoin 
fuch Obfervations on particular Branches of the Argu- 
ment, as my own Enquiries, the Information of-others, 
or the Objections of my Adverfaries may fuggeft to 
me, in the Courfe of this Debate; for I expeét to have 
the whole Corps of Mercenaries turn’d loofe upon me, 
in order to confound Truth with Numbeis, Clamour 
and Sophiftry ; but I am fo fully convinced of the Me- 
rits of the Caufe, that I delire only the Attention of the 
Publick, and the impartial Judgment of al) difinterefted 
Men. | can only add, that as I am refolved to {pare no 
Pains in the Illuftration of this Point; fo my Readers 
may be affured that I wi'l not fufler myfelf to be di- 
verted from the Purfuit of it by any perfonal Scurrilities, 
or Altercations foreign to the Purpofe. D. 











Saturpayr, 














